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this, we may place the three hundred years which have elapsed between the Reformation and the present time. What is thus said of the Romish sect in Ireland, is equally applicable, mutatis mutandis, to the Romish sect in England.
CHURCH IN SCOTLAND. Although it is in a state of the deepest destitution, and till lately of depression, there is a true branch of the Catholic Church in Scotland; and as that Church, like the American, is much indebted to the Church of England, it is fitting that its history should form an article in this Dictionary. The early history of the ancient Church of Scotland, like that of Ireland, is involved in much obscurity, nor is it necessary to investigate it, since, at the period of our Reformation, it was annihilated ; it was entirely subverted ; not a vestige of the ancient Christian Church of that kingdom remained. Meantime the Scottish nation was torn by the fiercest religious factions. The history of what occurred at the so-called Reformation of Scotland, the fierceness, the fury, the madness of the people, who murdered with Scripture on their lips, would make an infidel smile, and a pious Christian weep. In 1610 King James the First attempted to re-introduce the Catholic Church into Scotland. He caused three Scottish divines to be consecrated Bishops, in London, "and that," says Bishop Guthrie, "not without the consent and furtherance of many of the wisest among the ministry." King Charles the Martyr endeavoured to complete the good work which his father had begun, but for the sins of the Scottish people, he was not permitted to succeed in his labour of love : nay, rather the fact of his having made the attempt so exasperated the Scots against him, that they finally proved their ignorance of Scripture, and their want of true Christian principles, by assenting to the parricide of their sovereign when it was effected by their disciples in England. The Catholic Church, after the martyrdom of Charles, became extinct in Scotland; but it was once more restored at the restoration of his son. Four Scottish divines were again consecrated in London in 1661. These prelates took possession of the several sees to which they had been appointed, and the other ten sees were soon canonically filled by men duly invested with the